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Telang was born on August 30th, 1850. He
belonged to a middle class Hindu-family. His
family was one of the twelve Saraswat fami-
lies that had left their native home in Goa
early in the last century to seek their fortune,
in the busy and commercially growing city of
Bombay. His father and mother were quite
uneducated, as we understand education now.
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() Except a lividg man, there is nothing
more wonderful than a book—a message to
us from the dead—from human souls, whom we
never saw, who lived perhaps thousands of
miles away; and yet these, on those little sheets
of paper, speak to us, amuse us, vivify us, teach
us, comfort wus, open their hearts to us as
brothers. I say we ought to revere books, to
look at them as useful and mighty things.

() A long trunk of the elephant is a won-
derful example of divine wisdom. The neck of
the four-footed animals is usually long, to
enable them to reach their food without diffi-
culty; but the elephant has a short neck, to
enable him the more easily to support the
weight of his huge head and heavy tusks.
The difficulty of getting food is admirably
overcome by his long trunk. The trunk of
the elephant is to him what the neck is to
other animals, It is also a nose to him for at
the end of it there is hollow place like a cup,
and in the bottom of the cup are two holesor
nostrils, through which the animal smells and
breathes, It is an arm and a hand too;
and hence it has been said that the elephant
carries a nose in his hand.
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